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of Antwerp and the Belgian coast by the moTe than any other combatant,

French Emperor was a standing menace
to British existence, “a pistol almed at
the heart of England.” In a century the
steamboat and the Zeppelin, to say noth-
ing of the submarine, have made the
Channel a far less considerable barrier

her expenses she would be saved fmm:liheration of the “Lost Provinces,” a tiny
all the greater pangs that follow war, fraction of which are now reunited to
she would easily and promptly outstrlpl France.
all her enemies commercially, and they | there can be no peace before these prov-
would, in fact, be reduced to the estate inces are receded? 1f she does, Ger-
of slaves laboring to pay the German many is bound to break off negotiations,

she now able to make her enemies pey every Frenchman looks forward to the ctic Albania.

Before the war Austria offered Ttaly
the Trentino, without Botzen, and the

Will France now insist that Gorizia district along the Isonzo, together| many expec

with a few islands in the Adriatic and Al-
bania. Italy preferred to take her chanece
of winning Trieste by battle. She has

would he erected into a state administered| to Italy. These things, although unlike-| go forward.

by Germany and Austria jointly. In ad-

dition it has been foreshadowed that Ger-

ts to annex the Courland and
a portion of Lithuania,
Poland,

The real question is, of course, Poland.

ly, are conceivable, but they are only con-
ceivable if in return Germany obtains for
herself and for Austria a free hand from

It is the Napoleonie episode over again
and Britain is playing the part that ruined
Napoleon. She is better placed for allies

the Danube to the Zgean and from the than before, for France is far and away:a

Adriatic to the Golden Horn.

greater ally than any she had in the
earlier conflict. Peace cannot be made

Unquestionably Germany and Austria ..y odon wills it, and London is as
will insist in any offers for peace they now o . ¢ wi]ling‘pes;re now a8 it wes

than it was in Napoleon's time. England
must preserve a neutral Belgium, if she
is to live herself.

As for France, the violation of Belgium
by Germany is final proof that the short-
et road and the best road from Berlin
to Paris runs through Brussels. With
Germany seated along the French fron-
tier from the Channel to the Ardennes,
France would be completely at the mercy
of Germany for all time and France
would sink to a second-rate power and
become, in fact, a mere Teutonic vassal
For France and for England, then, the
freedom of Belgium is a question of life
or death, and peace is impossible until

all

indemnity.

France

Nothing is more certain than that nei-|
{ther Great Britain nor France, as the
situation now stands, will consent to pay
Germany a pound or a franc. It would! statesmanship might consider the retro-
amount to a tribute, it would be a contri- cession of Metz and the little strip of
'bution to Germany's future prosperity
and it would be a handicap to their com-
If Germany insists on
tribute, both France and Great Britain
are certain to elect to continue the war,
rather than to pay Germany money, and
the nations will proceed to march
with even step toward the financial ex-
haustion which must come with an indefi-

mereial future.

Will Not Pay.

brcause Gcrman.y is still’lha \-icmr._ ani failed, and since there is no present prof- o . Germany, & Poland under Teutonic
victors do not give up their own territory| pect of success, would she now take Wh“‘guidance would be a buffer state against
was offered at the outset? Russia. The Slavs would be divided, Pan-
The situation in the Balkans would eX- ciiviem abolished. Poland would be a
that Germmﬁ'_-’“”‘ decisive influence upon Italian ac-' .yondid field for German economic ex-
tion, for if Austria means to annex Serbia’ .y cooviony would supply army corps for
and Montenegro, if Bulgaria and Greeee .o Ayctro.German armies; would be a
are thus to become Austro-German vassals . olony not in Africa, but in Europe.
“"'ll Turkey a Teutonic (:uhiny. then the 1 ch a condition Russia would hardly
I_u\!llan dm'jlm of rt-\'mng. e empireb of consent now, if the situation in the Slav
\or:uce vanishes and Italy's safety is im- empire is correctly reported. It is con-
perilled. ceivable that Russia, having promised Po-|
Italian Desertion Unlikely. land autonomy, would eonsent to a really,
It is hardly likely that Italy would de- ;. j.n0ndent Poland, reconstructed by mut-
sert her new allies to make peace on any .. qaerifices of Austria, Prussia and Rus-
terms that did not include Trieste, Istria sia, by an undoing of the work of Fred-

for peace.
Alsace-Lorraine.
It is just concelvable

| Lorraine inhabited by French-speaking
people if France, on her side, were equal-
Iy ready to renounce forever the gospel
of revanche and mccept the decision of
the Treaty of Frankfort otherwise, tak-
ing French territory in Africa as a quid
pro qud. But this is wholly unlikely in
the present temper and condition of Ger-
many.

R 4188 Serbia shall be put under Aus from wishing war in the last days of
trian control, that Germany shall be per- jyly, 1014.

mitted a free hand in the Turkish Empire Peace is impossible because Germany
—in other words, that the two Central will not surrender her ambition to obtain
Empires shall be permitted to extend their 2 place in the sun. She is probably pre-
political and commercial control to the pared to evacuate Belgium and France;
Golden Horn and thence through Asia She has at certain times d“’::hmd;:
Minor to the valley of the Euphrates and indicated a willingness to

; concessions to France in German Lor-
the Straits of Suez. This is the German . = p..; the Russian situation

“place in the sun,” long sought, now prac- . iyad for Germany might be willing *
tically conquered, and the real prize that ;. rotire to her old frontiers if ;

Germany hopes to win in the war. | consented to retire from the Balkans; but
!she has nothing to give England, noth-

ling to restore to England; no hold
little to of any kind upon British territory,
and Great Britain believes that the safety
of the empire will not be assured until

French Future in Africa.

Now, such a success means
Prance, whose future lies in North Africa,

Belgium is free or they are conquered.
As for the French, there is no mistak-

ing the fact that a majority of French-
men believe that Germany is already

nite protraction of the war.
1 am satisfied tnat the evacuation of
Belgium and France, as well as Luxem-

Indemnities.

L]
In the same category must be placed

and Dalmatia, but Italy would not be able . ‘ : |
. ick the Great. In return she m be! el
to force her allies to continue the war i r_:;l be tha e,ldu_r: halfr:f s(:-slici‘fht °-i_not in Western Asia and in the western,
they were prepared to make peace and I_ 24 A : + ¥ not the eastern, Mediterranean. But for
¥ ) ; pled by Russians, if Austria would econ- fE he end of the long
could obtain for her the Trentine prov- . .= 1 & sacrifice and take h | Russia it would bring the en
: : a sacrifice and take Rer PRY| . orished ambition to possess Constantl-

Austro-German rule ends, not at Suez,
not at the Dardanelles, but at the Danube,

Germany Will Make Offers.

beaten and that the war, however long,
|

Germany will, I believe, make peace

burg, are conditions essential to peace.
Rut the British on their side, with French| .y, now have but one end. It is conceiv-
assent, have insisted that Belgium musf-lable that they might consent to make
be reimbursed by Germany for her mat!peare on the terms that Germany might
losses. Hlere, again, is a condition which| ;qer__evacuation of Belgium and France
only & conqueror can impose, and France oih no indemnity. It is just a shade
and England are not conquerors. As fﬂll.:more likely that if Metz and Thionville
jelgium, would she prefer a year or tWO were thrown in France would lay down
more of starvation and paralysis on the off her arms. I do not believe it, but most Ger-|
| ehance of & German indemnity at the end? mans do. At all events, there is eertainly
Is there any doubt? Probably, if indem-| no German necessity or readiness at the
Belgium wers| present moment to return the provinces

the question of Northern France. Unless
Germany willing retire from
every inch of French territory oceu-
pied thers can be no peace now, because
France is not yet conquered, not even
beaten in any decisive fashion, and it is
only necessary to recall the French fight
in 1971 to be assured that only after
eomplete eonquest will France surrender

18 1o

ber own territory.

Assuming, then, that Germany will
agree to evacuate France and Belgium,
will she be able to exact a huge indemnity
88 the pries of such a withdrawal? This
I what the Germans have expected all
song, and the German Minister of
#inance has publiely foreshadowed such
"f‘diﬂm a8 & part of Germany's terms.

fet jt is well o eonsider what this
%ould mesn. All the European states
_h'i been forced to make terrific ex.

Penditures In the struggle, and Germany,
Propurtion to her revources, has mt(ulther side.

| rity were the only thing and
permitted to decide, she would take peace won in 1870
and German evacuation and let the indem-
| nity go.

Few writers save German believe that| On what terms would Italy make peace?
indemnities will play sny considerable| Manifestly she has not yet won Trieste or
part in any treaty of peace, and few pe. | the Trentino. Her minor successes so far
lieve that the states of Europe will be leave her still far from the realization of
in condition to pay indemnities when  the dream that earried the arms of Savoy
the war is over. But certainly pesce now up the Adige Valley to Botzen, annexed
will Gave to be without indemnities on| Gorizia, Trieste and the Istrian Peninsula,

and then swept south, gathering in Dal-

The Trentino and Trieste.

the freedom of Poland, of all of Russian
the suggestion that Austrian

"oland, with

Poland and perhaps a tiny bit—this last

Yet there is small reason to beliéve
either Austria or Germany would now con-
sent to retire from Poland and give com-
plete freedom to this state. As for the
Courland, Russia will not give that up
until she has been thoroughly beaten.
Germany, now occupying most of it, will
hardly retire, unless, in fact, her desire
for peace passes all present belief. But if
peace in the East is possible.on gny terms,
it is hard to see how these can be other
than the complete emancipation of Poland
and the guarantee by all three of its neigh-
bors that it shall be independent.

The Balkans.

There remains now the question which
is most important. It is conceivable that
Germany will consent to retire from
France and Belgiom, abandon the hope of
an indemnity, and even agres to the erec-
tion of an independent Poland and the

ince, which iz absolutely essential to her e

safety, and perhaps inynddmnn the Al- ol : it would mean the renunciation of
hanian protectorate, which would give her
something approximating the supremacy
of the Adriatic.

But if Germany persuaded Austria to
cede the Trentine region, this is the extent
of the concessions the Germans would now
be willing to see made, for Trieste is the
port not alone of Austria but of the
greater Germany of Berlin dreams. It
will be remembered that in all talk of
peace so far Berlin has never even taken
the trouble to suggest any concession to
[taly. Aside from the Trentino, there is
nothing in the present situation to indi-
cate that Italy can hope for any reward
for her efforts if peace comes this winter,

As to Russian concessions, all German
discussions of peace have insisted upon

nople
all influence in the Balkans; it would en-

tail the sacrifice of Serbia and of Bul-
garia, moméntarily outside the Slav fold,
tut still regarded as a Russian ward.

For the Czar, it would mean that Teu-
tonie influence would henceforth be seated
at the outlets of the Russian Empire, hold-
ing the gates of the Dlack and the Baltic
seas, pressing the land frontier of the Cau-
casus and reaching eastward into Persia.
It would necessitate a surrender of all

that Slavdom has hoped and worked and

fought for during the centuries from Peter
to the present Nicholas.

Such a concession, such a surrender,
such an abdication Slavdom might make if
it were exhausted, beaten to the knees, if
the Hohenzollern were in Moscow and
Petrograd instead of Warsaw and Vilna.
But no such concession seems mow pos-

offers soon; make terms that will be lib-
eral, in view of the present, if not the
prospective, military situation; but they
will be rejected by an alliance which will
derive its chief driving power from Brit-
ish firmness, joined, it should be added, to
a French willingness to make any sacrifice
to end the German nightmare, which has
endured sinee 1571. But if the British
were willing to consider peace, neither
Franee nor Russia would have any choice.

Bernhardi said that for Germany “the
next war” would mean “world power or
(downfall.” The “world power” is not yet
|attainable, after great triumphs and
colossal losses, The “downfall,” that is,
the end of the German dream of a place In
‘the sun, supremacy in Europe, is not yet
'roalized. Peace is possible only if the
\dream is realized or resigned. The only
\other peace is a peace of exhaustion, and
this is still outside all present calculation,

sible, and it is the absolute minimum of | Another year may bring a different mood.



